HAVING A GOD GIVEN VISION FOR 2011
· We are already half way through the first month of 2011

· There is much that God has planned for each of our lives this year

· We are now seeing many natural disasters happening all around the world (All indicating the pending return of Jesus Christ)

· We are now living in times when we are seeing a greater presence of darkness in the world

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
HERE WE SEE THE APOSTLE PAUL ENCOURAGING ALL BELIEVERS TO SEEK GOD FOR HIS WILL FOR THEIR LIFE AND TO EXERCISE CAUTION IN THESE TIMES:

· To make the most of every God given opportunity, and
· To use our time wisely as we follow God’s plan for our life 
I NOW WANT TO SHARE A NUMBER OF REASONS WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT FOR US TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE AND TO HAVE A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE. 

1) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING READY FOR THE RETURN OF THE LORD (We must continually make our relationship with Jesus Christ our first priority in life)

· Maintaining our focus on what God has planned for our life helps us to stay close to the Lord.

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)
· Having an intimate walk with the Lord is the key to remaining strong in our faith
· Staying close to the Lord helps us to avoid the pitfalls that the devil would try to put in front of us to cause us to stumble

· Jesus emphasized the importance of being ready for His return

“Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?
“And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.

“And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

“For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.

“All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My names sake.

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.”

(Matthew 24:3-13)  
HAVING INTIMACY IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD IS CRUCIAL TO KNOWING GOD’S WILL AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
King David wrote,

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5) 
JESUS HIMSELF EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A CLOSE AND INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM
“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:4-5)
2) WE ONLY HAVE ONE LIFE TO STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERNITY (Living for the cause of Christ is the only way to truly experience ongoing meaning and purpose in life)
Jesus said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

AT THE END OF OUR LIFE IT IS ONLY WHAT WE HAVE DONE FOR ETERNITY THAT WILL MATTER. LIVING FOR THE LORD AND LOVING OTHERS
3) HAVING A CLEAR VISION FOR OUR LIFE GIVES US A CLEAR FOCUS IN LIFE (And a sense of purpose and meaning)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)

In the book of Habakkuk we read what the Lord spoke to the Prophet Habakkuk,

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a)

Writing down and journaling clearly what God reveals to us to do in life is very important. As we continually meditate on this it will help us to stay focused on following God’s plan for our life

WITHOUT A CLEAR VISION FOR THE CAUSE OF CHRIST WE WILL INVARIABLY BE INFLUENCED BY THE WORLD AND DRAWN AWAY FROM GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
· The Christian walk is like rowing upstream against the current and flood of the things and influences of this world

· Without a clear focus for our life we can easily be drawn away from God’s plan and purpose for our life

· We will all go through periods of discouragement and trials as Christians.  The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12) 

· HAVING A CLEAR VISION FOR OUR LIFE HELPS US TO GET THROUGH THESE TIMES OF TRIALS AND DISCOURAGEMENT
4) GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR EACH OF OUR LIVES (A plan which helps others to fulfill God’s plan and destiny for their life)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· God has a unique plan for every person when they come to Christ

· Even though the Christian walk in challenging it is also the most rewarding walk

· We all have unsaved friends and family members. For many we are the only bible that they may ever read

· For this reason we need to be equipped to grow in our Christian walk so that we can be a shining light to those around us

Jesus said,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16)
RENEWING OUR MINDS WITH THE WORD OF GOD IS A KEY TO GROWING IN CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE UNFOLDS ONE STEP AT A TIME AS WE CHOOSE TO CONTINUALLY COMMIT OUR WAYS TO THE LORD
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)
IF WE CONTINUALLY PUT OUR TRUST IN THE LORD HE PROMISES TO DIRECT OUR PATHS

In the book of Proverbs we also see the key to knowing and following God’s plan for our life,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

5)  GOD’S WAYS ARE FAR HIGHER THAN OURS
In the book of Isaiah we read,

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
GOD IS NOT LIMITED BY OUR ABILITY, ONLY OUR AVAILABILITY AND OBEDIENCE
· God is able to open up doors that no man can close

· Jesus chose very ordinary people to become His disciples

· These disciples turned the world upside down

· So too God has a big plan for each of our lives

· As we partner with the Lord, He empowers us to do great tasks for His glory

In the book of Acts we read,

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.”  (Acts 4:13)

6) WHEN WE SURRENDER OUR LIVES TO JESUS CHRIST WE ENTER INTO THE ABUNDANT LIFE THAT JESUS SPOKE OF

Jesus said,
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26)
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
May I encourage you this year to seek and to follow God’s plan for your life. Just believe that your life can make a profound impact on this world
HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR YOUR LIFE IN 2011 WILL HELP TO SEE YOUR LIFE BEAR MUCH FRUIT THIS YEAR
Jesus Himself said,
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.”             (John 15:16)

No matter how many failures you have had in the past today is the first day of the rest of your life

Being in a right relationship with the Lord is crucial given the days we are living in

Today you may not have yet given your life to Jesus Christ. He loves you with a passion and wants to see you live a life which is full of purpose and meaning. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-9)
Maybe today you have known the Lord for many years but you have never fully surrendered your plans to Him. Today you can recommit you life to Him knowing that “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die...”  (John 11:25-26) and “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
Today Jesus is standing at the door of your heart

He has a unique plan for your life

No matter how low you may have got in life He is the God of the second chance and He is well able to pull anyone out of the deepest of pits

Today will you open your heart up to Jesus and give Him your life?
“Father God today I confess that I have lived for myself and sinned against You.  Today I choose to turn from my sins and to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ died for my sins on the cross of Calvary and that He arose from the dead three days later. Today I repent of my sins and I invite You Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. I choose to surrender my life to You and to allow You to guide and direct my steps from this day on. Amen
